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Records and Notices
Weddings:

Be devoted to one another in love
Romans 12:10
28th July 2021
Emma McNeely & Peter Hanson

Deaths:

19th August 2021
Emma McLean & Philip Anderson

He heals the broken hearted and binds up Any contributions to the Church News
their wounds Psalm 147:3
are welcome at any time.
21st March 2021
Bill Johnston
27th April 2021
Margaret Shannon
23rd May 2021
Hilary Perrott

Please forward to
office@firstholywood.co.uk or
Tel 90425035

Cover Image: Zach Woods - Ballintoy
Harbour

27th May 2021
Cindy Magill
30th May 2021
Alexander (Alec) Crawford
3rd June 2021
Robert (Bobby) King
26th June 2021
Sam Gray
23rd July 2021
Brian Woods
13th August 2021
Eleanor Millar
15th August 2021
Margaret (Peggy) Gleave

2

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will
take place on Sunday 10th October at
11.00am with Rev Stuart McCrea.

HELLO AND WELCOME
Can you remember your first experience of Sunday
worship at First Holywood Presbyterian Church? I
can. For me, it wasn’t Sunday 18th October 2020, when
I came to preach as candidate for the vacancy. By
invitation from Noble, I actually led and preached at
a morning service back in the Autumn of 2014, while
I was assistant minister at First Bangor Presbyterian.
I remember that day, I felt very warmly welcomed
with handshakes and smiles as I arrived - the church
sanctuary was full of all ages - the music was fantastic
Rev. Stuart McCrea
- the singing was enthusiastic - there was a great sense of
engagement in the rest of the service - and the worship centre was crammed
with really friendly people
afterwards. It was a wonderfully
encouraging little glimpse into
a thriving, vibrant and authentic
worshipping community.
I’m holding on to that memory,
as an image of what I know
lies beyond the restrictions and
limitations of gathered Sunday
worship just now. And yet, I
am conscious of not letting that
memory detract from the very real blessing of freedom to worship God
together, wherever, whenever and however it is currently possible.
I suspect that for many of us, there is a real struggle to find and maintain a
proper sense of perspective in the midst of so many uncertainties - personally,
locally and globally. There is a strong sense of that recognition within the
articles in this issue, and that in itself, is a reminder that it is good to be on this
journey of life and faith together.
Let me encourage you to meditate on these couple of verses of scripture
which keep coming into focus for me, as a prayer for us all at First Holywood
Presbyterian Church.
Colossians 2:6-7 / So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue
to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith
as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. AMEN.
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CARE BASKETS FOR HOLYWOOD

During the COVID-19 pandemic, churches have seen the needs of their
congregations and wider community increase dramatically and the usual
avenues to provide support and care had been unavailable during lockdown
periods. First Holywood wanted to provide support and we identified two
groups within our church and wider community that we felt would benefit
from a care basket to help them. The two groups that were identified were
those who are carers for a family member at home and those who have been
bereaved during the lockdown period. These groups were particularly affected
by the restrictions in place due to COVID-19.
The aim of the project was to deliver a care basket to those individuals within
the two target groups to allow them to feel supported, provide mental health
benefits and give them access to additional resources that they may not be
aware of.
Four other Holywood churches were involved in the distribution of the
care baskets, Holywood Baptist, Holywood Methodist Church, High Street
Presbyterian Church and St
Colmcille’s and funding was also
provided by North Down & Ards
Council. The baskets were prepared
by volunteers in First Holywood
and 67 baskets were distributed in
April.
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Emma McNeely & Peter Hanson
Wednesday 28th July 2021 was a very significant day for the McNeely family
when Emma’s marriage to Peter Hanson took place in First Holywood. Noble
and I were also celebrating our Ruby Wedding
Anniversary.
Having changed the date from 8th May, we were
delighted that covid restrictions had eased,
enabling 125 guests to safely gather for the
wedding service.
With all the preparations in place, everything
proceeded quite calmly during the morning
activities and although there was heavy rain
when leaving our home in Bangor, we managed
to arrive at the church perhaps only being a little
late!!
It was very special to see so many familiar
faces there to greet us all. The service was most
important to Emma and Peter and was even
more memorable as Noble conducted the marriage ceremony. Surprisingly
there weren’t too many tears as it was such a happy day for both of them and
Emma seemed to smile from morning to night!
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We are truly grateful to Stuart, Colin
Dewar and Brendan Bromley for
investing much thought and time into
the smooth running of the service. It
was a pleasure to have Tim Crawford,
Charles Maginnes, Claire Hunter and
Rhys Ditty provide all the music for
the service. On exiting the church, an
ice cream cart provided very welcome
refreshment even with a few umbrellas
held in place. Following this time of
chat and photographs, we headed to
Dunadry Hotel and Gardens where
we relaxed in spacious surroundings,
catching up with friends and family
from near and far.
Emma and Peter enjoyed their
honeymoon in Scotland which included
climbing Ben Nevis and staying on the Isle of Harris. The actual wedding day
went very quickly for all of us
but we have many fabulous
memories and stories to share.
We are blessed not only to have
gained a wonderful son in law
but also to have established
warm friendship with the wider
Hanson family.
Emma and Peter are grateful
to all for the very kind words
of encouragement and for
the many very generous gifts
received. It has been such a
blessing to be part of First
Holywood Church family as we
celebrated this joyful occasion.
Florence McNeely
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Thursday Tea & Chat - July & August 2021

The Thursday Tea & Chat Group met every two weeks during July and
August this year and was enjoyed by many members.
At the end of June, senior members of the congregation were pleased to hear
that Kathleen had organised ‘Tea and Chat’ fortnightly in July and August in
the Worship Centre. Up to 20 people enjoyed the opportunity to have a cup
of tea and biscuit and to meet their friends whom they had not seen during
‘lockdown’. The ‘chat’ was good even though we were socially distanced.
Kathleen gave a short devotional and we were reluctant to rush home after the
cup of tea and biscuit. One week we did some armchair exercises to keep our
bodies fit. Nicola’s tale of her Austrian heritage and examples of the typical
national dress was most interesting.
When Stuart and Hazel joined us at the end of their holiday they were able
to meet us all in person rather than virtually and we appreciated the fact that
they were so quick to learn our names and have the opportunity to get to know
something about us as individuals.
Stuart showed us his musical abilities which he inherited from his father and
grandfather and demonstrated some of the various stringed instruments that he
has collected over the years.
The summer is almost over and those of us who are part of the Tea and Chat
group thank Kathleen for organising us again this year and we look forward to
whatever is arranged for Thursdays in the autumn.
Mary Robinson
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BUILD BACK BETTER
You may have heard of the slogan ‘Build Back Better’. It is being used by the
Prime Minister as the name of the Government’s plan for economic recovery
as the country moves out of the Covid pandemic. He is not the first to coin the
slogan. It has been widely used in planning for recovery from major natural
disasters by the United Nations and other international organisations. To the
best of my knowledge it is not based on a biblical concept but I believe it can
provide a challenge to God’s people, including those of us meeting in First
Holywood Presbyterian Church, in how we plan for the future after Covid.
The Covid pandemic has been a major disruptive moment in the history of
the world. We have been here before and can look back to other disruptive
moments affecting the whole world in living memory, such as the Second
World War, the financial crash of the 1980’s and the property boom and bust of
the early part of this millennium. A helpful description of disruptive moments
is given on the web site of the Anglican Diocese of the South West USA:
“Disruptive moments are unexpected bends in the road that change
everything. They change what is important,
they feel foreign, even wrong, as they shake
us from our slumber of ‘knowns’ demanding
we adjust, learn, challenge, and change.
Throughout history we have seen God
leverage disruptive moments to advance
His agenda, forcing utter dependency upon
Him.”
The disruptive moment of Covid has
certainly been unexpected and it has shaken
the world. Yet in the midst of death, illness and the loss of livelihoods, there
have been new opportunities and positive new ways of doing things – who of
us had heard of Zoom or Microsoft Teams? Would we ever have thought of
worshipping online? Would we have imagined that a take away coffee would
have been the highlight of the week?
The world is adapting to what is described as the ‘new normal’, although no
one is yet quite sure what that will be. The question for us as God’s people is
how are we adapting to the ‘new normal’ in the life and work of His church
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on earth? How should First Holywood Presbyterian Church adapt? How
should we build back better? It is an opportune time to think about what we
do as a church and why we do it. I have no answers to give but in posing these
questions, and each of us prayerfully considering them, we may learn and
embrace God’s way forward.
Does this mean the life and activities of God’s people remain unchanged, that
we go back to the way things were before Covid? As the quote above refers,
God leverages (or uses) disruptive moments to advance His agenda and His
Kingdom. How is He doing that now as we move out of COVID restrictions?
The Israelites experienced many disruptive moments in their history, one of
which was their exile in Babylon. At that time Isaiah prophesied:
“Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold,
I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will
even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert” (Isaiah 43:18-19).
Perhaps there is something in this prophesy for us – let’s not look back to the
‘former things’ before Covid but look ahead to what ‘new things’ God plans
to do in and through us post-Covid. In a recent Presbyterian Herald article
(Winter 2021), the Moderator, the Rev Dr David Bruce, commented that:
“The Presbyterian Church which will emerge from the disruption of Covid-19
will not be the same as the Church that entered it in March 2020.”
Let’s consider how we might build back better, consider what new things God
is planning to do and most of all pray.
In particular, pray for church leaders
internationally and nationally, for the
Moderator and Clerk of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland and for the Rev
McCrea and Session as they consider
God’s will for the next chapter of His
story.
In closing, let us remember that in the
midst of this disruptive moment in
history our identity and calling as the
people of God is unchanged - we are
still the children of an unchanging and
eternal God (Heb.13:8; 2 Cor.8:16); our
calling to make disciples of all nations is unchanged (Matt.28:19-20); and
that Paul’s exhortation that we meet together for encouragement is unchanged
(Heb.10:25).
Trevor Reaney
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The Church in 2121

While we reflect on how things will unfold in the weeks and
months ahead, the Rev Dr Ken Jeffrey was asked by the Church of
Scotland to offer some thoughts on how the church might look in
2121. We share his thoughts with you here.

My job as a historian is to help people to remember the past, rather than
indulge in speculative fantasies about an
unknown future. Nevertheless, I am happy to
use what little imagination I have to envisage
what the Church of Scotland might look like
in 2121.
There will, undoubtedly, be many things that
will change, while I hope there will be other
things that remain the same, notwithstanding
The Rev Dr Ken Jeffrey is
the mysterious unknowns of the future.
Senior Lecturer in Modern
The changes: times and places of worship
Church History at the
will become more fluid. I imagine many
University of Aberdeen. Ken’s
fewer church buildings and more creative
parents, Isobel and Ken Jeffrey
are long-standing members of opportunities to praise the Lord outdoors
during the week as we continue to reconnect
First Holywood
with creation, God’s ‘big book’. I think
there will be fewer organs and I am certain about the future of the communal
singing of four or five hymns in services. I expect contemplation and silence
will become more important in our worship practices. Mission will also
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continue to evolve as we seek to make connections between the Good News
and the changing scenes of the world’s life. I hope for a more wholistic
Gospel for all the world that is less preoccupied with individual and personal
salvation.
The things that will remain: I anticipate we shall continue to listen and respond
to the Word of God. We shall carry on baptising our children and remembering
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ through the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper.
The unknowns: Artificial Intelligence will undoubtedly change our lives and
our world as this technology develops in ways we cannot fully comprehend.
Might Ian McEwan’s ‘Adam’ have become a minister who is programmed
to preach inspirational sermons and provide faithful 24/7 pastoral care? Who
knows!
Ultimately, the one thing I know for sure is that Jesus Christ will still be Lord
in 2121 and, as the church’s one foundation, our future will always remain
certain and secure in Him.
This article first appeared in the July 2021 edition of ‘Life and Work’ - The
magazine of the Church of Scotland.

11

Thoughts on Thanksgiving

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. (Henry Smith 1978)
The first phrase which came to mind
when considering this theme were
the above words of Henry Smith who
composed and performed the song in
church after his troubles trying to find
work after graduating from university
and suffering from a degenerative
condition that eventually left him
legally blind.
It reminds us of one core reason
for thanksgiving is to appreciate all that Jesus has done as He exchanged
the riches of Glory in Heaven and came to earth, offering forgiveness and
restoring our relationship with God.
Offering thanksgiving shows our dependence on God who is ultimately in
control of all that happens to us and who holds the future. This means that we
can entrust all our cares and burdens to Him, knowing that He is powerful and
will undertake for us in all things.
It is very hard to be thankful when we are in despair or worried, so it’s good to
follow the example of a Biblical person of prayerfulness for encouragement to
pray. One of Hezekiah’s Prayers is found in 2 Kings 19 v 14-19:
Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it;
and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord and spread it before the
Lord. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said: “O Lord, the God
of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all
the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.”
It helps me to pray as I think of sharing my concerns by spreading them out
before the Lord, just as Hezekiah physically did with the threatening letter he
had received. He began by praising God for Who He is, before he asked for
God’s intervention to save.
The Message translation of Phil. 4 v 6-7 reveals a very helpful approach to
prayer especially at times of stress and sleeplessness:
Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises
shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before
you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for
good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when
Christ displaces worry at the centre of your life.
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When we pray, giving thanks to God, even when it’s hard, we will cultivate an
attitude of gratitude and through this praise, we are promised we will be given
grace and faith to cope with life’s challenges, as it says in Lamentations 3 v
22 - 24:
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.
I say to myself, “The Lord is my
portion; therefore I will wait for
Him.”
This past year has been
challenging - to put it mildly - so
it’s good to be reminded that
there is a God who loves us,
saves us, walks with us and hears
our prayers.
Here are some suggestions of
Bible verses to dwell upon during times of distress, sadness, or any time to
strengthen your heart:“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever!” Psalm 107 v 1
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5 v 16-18
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Phil 4 v 6
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your
iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns
you with steadfast love and mercy, who
satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s. Psalm 103 v 2-5
The Lord is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I
praise him. Psalm 28 v 7
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Col. 3 v 6
Lynda Francis
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GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Today and every day

“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus”
1 Thessalonians 5:19

SUNDAY
Father, we give you special thanks for your kindness and protection over this
past year. We commit to you the pain and difficulty encountered and ask that
even now you will bring good from evil. Thank you for the times of happiness,
laughter and joy.
Now hear our prayer for all that lies ahead. May it be filled with your blessing
and bring joy and gladness. Through Jesus Christ or Lord.
Amen.

MONDAY
Thank you, Lord, for making all things beautiful in their time, and for putting
eternity in our hearts. We would thank you for all the bright things of life.
Help us to see them, and to count them, and to remember them, that our lives
may flow in ceaseless praise; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

TUESDAY
Father of all mercies, we give you humble thanks for all your goodness
and loving kindness to us and to all people. We bless you for our creation,
preservation and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Give us such a sense of your mercy that our hearts may be always thankful,
and that we would give you praise not only with our lips but our lives, by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
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WEDNESDAY
For children, young and old –
When I wake up in the morning, thank you, God, for being there. When I
come to School each day, thank you, God, for being there. When I am playing
with my friends, thank you, God, for being there. And when I go to bed at
night, thank you, God, for being there.
Amen.

THURSDAY
We thank you, O Father, for your readiness to hear and to forgive; for your
great love for us, in spite of our unworthiness; for the many blessings we enjoy
above our deserving or asking. For your compassion, patience, gentleness and
tenderness, we bow our heads in humble thankfulness of heart. We worship
you who are infinite love and infinite power. Accept our praise and gratitude,
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

FRIDAY
I thank you Lord, for everything which makes me feel that life is truly worth
living. For all the laughter in my days. For any moment in which I saw the
seriousness and the meaning of life. I thank you very especially for those
I love, and for those who love me, and for all the difference it has made to
know them, and for all the happiness it brings to me to be with them. In Jesus
Christ’s name.
Amen.

SATURDAY
We thank you, O Lord and Master, for teaching us how to pray simply and
sincerely to you, and for hearing us when we call upon you. We thank you for
saving us from our sins, and for directing all our ways this day. Lead us ever
onward to yourself; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.
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A
Sacrifice
of Praise
To offer God praise from a
thankful heart when all is not
well, when tragedy strikes,
is indeed a sacrifice of praise
before our Heavenly Father.
God’s heart delights in the
praises of His children. He is
not indifferent to our pain. Our
loving Father knows every
heartache, He feels the deepest pain. He understands our confusion and our
questions of “why, Lord, why?”
When we come to the foot of His throne of grace in thankful worship, it shows
our great wise Father that we trust Him, even though we fail to understand
why such things are happening to us. This attitude before God is humble and
is acceptable to Him. It is unconditional and will touch God’s heart. It will
cause God to open the windows of Heaven and pour out His grace upon us in
great measure. Grace sufficient in our situation. As a tired, weary world looks
on and searches for answers, our love and trust in God will be seen in our
sacrifice of praise. It will be our greatest witness to a world without a Saviour.
In an hour of my greatest need, my sacrifice of praise not only filled my heart
with love and trust in God, it edified and encouraged believers within the
church family. It glorified God.
We have a great High Priest, Jesus our Saviour, at God’s right hand, who is
our brother, who walked in our flesh. God our Father came to our aid in Jesus
and He suffered as we do. Jesus asked, why? Could there be another way than
the way of the cross? Yet, He accepted His Father’s will. He trusted in His
Father’s wisdom.
So let us come before a loving Heavenly Father with thankful hearts. Humbly
trust Him in the seasons of joy and in the seasons of sorrow, knowing that He
cares and that He can see the bigger picture. He holds the master plan. This,
before Him, will be our sacrifice of praise.
Eleanor Mackintosh
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New Church Committee
The new Church Committee met for the first time in June 2021. During this
meeting the members agreed to various roles. We hope this will help members
of the congregation to be able to speak with individuals if they have an issue
or encouragement within a certain area of church life.
•
•
•
•
•

Trevor Reaney agreed to serve as Chair and Christina Baillie agreed to
continue as Secretary.
The Property Sub-Committee is Albert Hall (Convener), David Speers,
Jenny Russell and Peter Moran.
The Hospitality / Welcoming Sub Committee is composed of Cheryl
Harbinson (Convener), Elinor Cairnduff and Liz Reaney.
The Communications Sub-Committee is Colin Dewar, Ben Harbinson and
Zoe Woods.
The Finance Sub-Committee are Scott Burnside (Elder serving as
Convener), Graeme Thompson (Treasurer), Robert Conlon and Rachael
Mason.

The Committee has been grateful for the completion of the AV installation
for the Church. This work now facilitates our service broadcasts and a wider
range of functions to make services accessible. Our gratitude is noted to the
Communications Sub-Committee and the group of volunteers who continue to
serve through this means.
One of the main upcoming projects for the Church Committee will be the
renovation of the Main Church Kitchen and this will be overseen by the
Property Sub-Committee. We encourage members to consider whether they
would be able to give to support this significant project and this can be done
by giving to the Building Fund.
Christina Baillie - Committee Secretary
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An Everlasting Rock
Hazel McCrea

“You will keep in perfect peace him
whose mind is steadfast because
he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord
forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is
the Rock eternal.”
Isaiah 26 v3-4
My parents’ house, where we spent
our summer break, is called ‘The
Crags’ because it is built upon solid
rock, high above the shoreline on
the coast of the Ards peninsula. It
is beautiful in the summer, when we can swim, kayak and walk the beach, but
I love being there in the winter, watching the stormy tides splashing over the
garden wall, from the warmth and safety of inside the house!
Having been raised by the sea, I often joke that the sea is in my blood. I feel a
deep sense of connection to it and to the One who made it. The sea draws me
into worship and thankfulness to its Creator, God Himself. I love nature and
it is a daily reminder to each of us to enjoy God’s beautiful creation outside
our doors. He uses His amazing world to teach us deep biblical truths about
Himself.
“For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and the sky.
Through everything God made, they can clearly see His invisible qualities.”
Romans 1:20
I have been reflecting on this as summer draws to a close. My thoughts turn
towards autumn and winter and all that they might bring. As I prepare for
a return to work, school and various groups, I wonder what many of us are
feeling. We continue to live with Covid-19 restrictions and the uncertainty of
what might lie ahead.
Some of us might be hopeful that restrictions will continue to ease, to allow
our groups and organisations to meet face to face; others of us might be
feeling anxious and wary about meeting together.
It only takes watching the news to make me feel more worried and anxious
about these uncertain times we live in. The scenes on our screens from
Afghanistan and other places around the world fill our hearts with sadness and
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helplessness, at the anguish and pain of others.
In these uncertain days, it is easy to feel anxious and worried, and thinking
about the future can feel like huge waves of fear crashing down on us.
Whatever you might be feeling as summer ends, whether hopeful or anxious
or a mixture of both – be assured that our Father knows how you are feeling
and that scripture tells us that we can trust Him. This Creator God who
made everything, who can control the winds and waves is with us, to help us
withstand any storm in life.
The verses in Isaiah 26:3-4 tell us that
God is an everlasting rock. Like the
crags at my parents’ house that are
assailed by waves during the roughest of
winter storms but are still standing (and
have done for generations), God is our
rock that we can lean on in the toughest
of times. He is our rock of peace, our
faithful Father.
Trusting God in everything is not easy,
but we can learn to grow our trust by
spending time with Him, talking to Him,
reading His words in the Bible. We can learn to be in constant communication
with God, so when we hear, read or experience things that cause us distress,
we will know that we are standing on solid rock.
The Bible says that we will know God’s peace if our minds are focused on
God, leaning on Him and resting in His presence. The Hebrew word for
‘steadfast’ that is used in this verse is camak; meaning to lean/rest upon,
uphold, support and sustain. If we have our minds fully trusting in God, He
will keep us in perfect peace. It is relying and leaning on God and the power
of His Holy Spirit, giving us the strength to face whatever comes our way.
Steadfast is the attitude you have when you say:
“No matter what my feelings tell me or how dark the circumstances, I will put
myself in the Lord’s hands and trust Him.”
Being filled with God’s peace doesn’t mean that we will never face troubles
or that our prayers will be answered the way we would want, but it does mean
that we can rely on God to be with us, no matter what.
It means we can lean completely on Him. No matter how chaotic the
circumstances of our lives God will keep us safe in the storm. Waves of
trouble might hit us, we may stumble, we may fall, but we will not be washed
away. He is our Rock.
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Keep on keeping on
It has been amazing to live at the sea edge during two lock downs and yet
there is nowhere else I would rather be. Yes it has been strange, challenging
and lonesome at times. Having said that, God has been my faithful friend. He
has given me health and strength to walk along the coastal path or around
Ballymenoch Park, and for that I thank Him.
Some days, I have met a few of you, and my immediate family keep in touch
regularly. So, you see, mostly I am content. There have been many joyous
moments listening to the sea gulls cry and birds singing. I love the noisy
oyster catchers, the brent geese and quiet eider ducks and curlews. The
crash of the waves energises me to keep on keeping on!
In the evening I try and think about the people I have met. I give thanks for all
of you who have encouraged, prayed and helped to dry my tears. God bless
you each one and keep you in His care.
Mildred Johnston

Photos by Zach Woods
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It’s that time of year when we draw a
breath after a summer full of activity.
This year things looked different, but
we were delighted to be able to have a summer which looked much more like
a ‘normal’ summer. Yes, that still involved masks and social distancing, but it
was amazing to have the permission to actually spend time with young people
again. As well as being involved in the Summer Max events in Holywood and
doing similar events in Bangor, Young Life in Ireland poured its resources into
local day camps, with 4 different camps happening in Greystones, Ravenhill,
Whitehouse and Maynooth. It was an absolute
joy to get to witness young people spending time
together, playing, laughing, as well as listening
to and responding to the Gospel. It was such a
success that we are planning to include these
day camps in our summer plans from now on, as
well as going to camp. Personally, it was also a
real gift to get to spend time with Stephen Lowry
while we ran the day camp in Whitehouse. It was
such an encouragement to get to know members of his congregation and to get
to see what the Lord is doing in their midst.
But for this year, summer is almost done. Normally that brings a lot of sadness
for us in Young Life because it brings an end to a summer of camping at Cairn
Brae. Unfortunately because of Covid we didn’t make it there this summer.
But this year feels very different to any summer we’ve ever had in Young Life
in Ireland. That’s because with summer drawing to a close it means we are one
step closer to being able to start Club again! It’s hard to believe that the last
Young Life club we have been able to have in Holywood was almost eighteen
months ago, but the wait is almost over! We are hoping to get Club up and
running again within the next few weeks and thankfully current restrictions
and the changes to self-isolation rules mean it looks like it will finally be able
to happen. While the last year has been a wonderful year for discipleship
groups through our ‘Together’ program, we cannot wait to get the opportunity
to share the Good News of Jesus with young people who don’t know Him yet.
Another final piece of news from Young Life in Holywood is that Josh
Wynne has left Young Life staff and is about to start a PGCE, with the view
of becoming a secondary school Religious Studies teacher. Josh has served
young people in Holywood faithfully for almost two years in very difficult
circumstances. We are so grateful for all that Josh has brought to the team
during his time in Holywood and are delighted that he is still planning to be
involved in a voluntary capacity moving forward.
Carl McManus
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FACING UNCERTAINTIES
Part 1 - A World in Turmoil

When I was a boy, one of
my cherished possessions
was ‘The Observer’s Book
of Manned Spaceflight’.
One image from the
colour section of the book
showed astronaut Edwin
‘Buzz’ Aldrin on the lunar
surface. It is a momentous
and ‘iconic’ image,
yet, at the same time,
uncomfortable. Aldrin’s visor, like a great unblinking cyclops eye, obscures
and depersonalises him. Look at what humankind can achieve; the image
seems to say.... But to what end? Quick, take a picture!
Aldrin once said, “cultures cannot remain static; they evolve or decline, they
explore or expire.” Scientific and technological evolution and exploration
continue to astound us, yet, one wonders if our philosophical, psychological,
moral and spiritual understandings have kept apace.
Marco Schorlemmer, a researcher in Artificial Intelligence, has spoken of the
dangers of what he refers to as our functional intelligence (that which seeks
practical and verifiable solutions to problems) taking precedence over our
axiological intelligence (that which seeks to ponder the purpose and meaning
of our discoveries). He also warns of the virtual side-lining of a third kind of
intelligence which he calls the liberating, creative intelligence (a transcendent,
selfless awareness which acknowledges a motivating energy at the root of all
existence, something or someone which makes us want to find things out in
the first place). Our functional intelligence has undoubtedly played a vitally
important role recently, especially with Covid and climate emergencies.
Designer Bruce Mau has stated that the technology already exists to solve
many of the world’s problems, but the big challenge is in changing people.
If we survive pandemics, what do our preserved lives mean? If we save the
earth, what is our purpose upon it?
I drew pictures of Skylab and lunar modules as a boy and I’ve been drawing
ever since. From the close of last year, my pictures have taken an apocalyptic
turn. I don’t mean I’m painting Last Judgements, but something cataclysmic
and portentous has crept in. It’s partly intentional, but I can’t rule out the
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subconscious influence of a world in which the phrase ‘existential threat’
has become widespread (though its use in relation to the discontinuation of
a particular flavour of potato crisp is a step too far). The dawning realisation
that, even with all the benefits of
our scientific progress, humanity’s
existence is not as assured as we
might have thought, has shaken us
up considerably and an ominous
sense of catastrophe is hard to
escape.
Our world, with all its beauty and
wonder, is also frightening and
uncertain. For many, the withdrawal
of the last year has given necessary
distance and reflectiveness to life,
encouraging a new perspective
on how we live on this planet and
with one another. For others it has
been a draining and anxious period
without stimulation or comfort.
How should we face the future? By
not facing it? Putting the blinkers
on and ignoring it all. Going back
to how things were? Should we put
our faith in our functional intelligence to make everything okay? Should we
become activists and press governments and corporate bodies? I’ve recently
discovered Paul Kingsnorth, novelist, essayist and ‘environmental activist
turned apocalyptic mystic.’ His journey is an interesting one. As an ardent
environmental activist he became disillusioned when he saw within the
environmental movement the same aggressiveness and will to control as in
the very capitalist structures it opposed. Moving away from the cut and thrust
of activism, he and his family retired to a life of self-sufficiency in the west
of Ireland. Here he has cultivated a more humble and respectful approach
to nature, closely linked with the ideas of indigenous cultures, and his most
recent awakening has led him, much to his surprise and almost against his
will, to espouse the Christian faith. “I believe that we are living through a
deep spiritual crisis,” he has written, “perhaps even a spiritual war.”
His journey reminded me of a moving account by a 12th century Buddhist
monk, Kamo no Chomei, who tells of a fierce fire that swept through Kyoto,
killing many. Later, a whirlwind utterly flattened part of the city. Disaster
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followed disaster. Over 42,000 people died in two months during a subsequent
famine. Then a great earthquake occurred. Chomei remarks that, at the time,
everyone became aware of how futile everything seemed in the face of life’s
uncertainties and “their hearts seemed for a while a little less clouded by
worldliness.” But, as time passed, people returned to life as it had been.
Chomei escaped to the mountains and built himself a ten foot square hut. He
chanted, read, and rested, and plucked the strings of his lute to the sough of
the wind in the pines. It sounds idyllic. Yet, as he pondered on his fleeing the
world to practice the Buddhist Way of relinquishment, he realised that his
fondness for his hut and life of seclusion had become an impediment to new
birth. Just another attachment. Troubled by this failure, he concludes that
the best thing he can do is to “invoke the holy and unapproachable name of
Amida.”
There seem to be parallels between Schorlemmer’s third kind of intelligence,
Paul Kingsnorth’s homecoming to faith, and Chomei’s invocation of the holy
name. They all suggest that beyond our human efforts, there is some kind of
transcendent answer to the worry and fearfulness sparked by the insecurities
of our days, and perhaps even to the real ‘existential threat’ to humanity.
Something we must inevitably turn to. For me, this finds its ultimate and
complete expression in Christ’s invitation to ‘Seek first the Kingdom of God’.
Matthew 6 v 33.
Mark Shields
Part 2 follows on page 29.

24

Climate Change

why it’s happening and what it means

A variety of factors, both natural and human, can influence the Earth’s climate
system. The world’s climate varies naturally as a result of:
• The relationship between the ocean and the atmosphere
• Changes in the Earth’s orbit
• Changes in energy received from the Sun
• Volcanic eruptions
There is now strong evidence and broad-based agreement that major global
warming cannot be explained just by natural changes. Humans are changing
the climate with their actions, through the release of greenhouse gases such as
carbon dioxide and methane. Changes seen over recent years and those which
are predicted over the next century are thought to be mainly as a result of
human behaviour.

The Greenhouse Effect
The Earth is surrounded by a layer of gases which act like the glass walls of
a greenhouse. They let the Sun’s rays enter but stop much of the heat from
leaving. However, as more greenhouse gases go into the atmosphere, the
greenhouse effect becomes stronger. More heat is trapped and the Earth’s
climate begins to change unnaturally.
In Northern Ireland this would mean disruption to business, services and
people’s daily lives will increase if adverse changes occur. An increased risk
of flooding and coastal wear will put pressure on drainage, sewage, roads,
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water and habitat. Increased temperature, increased pollution and poorer air
quality may bring discomfort to the vulnerable and threaten species of animals
and crops.
In Northern Ireland the main sources of greenhouse gas emissions are:
• Agriculture (27%)
• Transport (23%)
• Energy (17%)
• Residential use of fuel (13%)
Other things in people’s homes contribute to climate change indirectly.
Everything, from furniture to computers, from clothes to carpets, uses energy
when it is produced and transported. This causes emissions to be released.
Reusing and recycling instead of throwing items away will mean less waste
and less energy needed to make new items.
Preparing for climate change
Climate change projections show greater chance of hotter, drier summers and
warmer, wetter winters with more extreme weather and rising sea levels. The
highest predicted releases for Northern Ireland shows that by:
• 2070 winters could be up to 3.9 °C warmer and summers could be up to
4.9°C hotter
• 2070 winters could be 25 per cent wetter and summers 38 per cent drier
• 2100 sea levels in Belfast could rise by up to 94cms
The NI Direct website nidirect.gov.uk/articles/climate-change has useful
advice and ideas to help reduce our carbon footprint and hopefully eliminate
these possible future scenarios.
Climate Change - A Christian Response
The natural world is a loving gift from God, the creator and sustainer, who has
entrusted it in all its fullness to the care of all people for God’s glory and to the
good of all life on earth now and in generations to come. The image of God
in us (Genesis 1:27) is reflected in our abilities, responsibilities, and integrity,
and with the power of the Holy Spirit we are called as God’s coworkers in
dialogue and covenant to live and serve for the good of creation. We confess
that we have turned our backs on our responsibilities in neglect, selfishness,
and pride. And yet Christ’s redeeming and restoring work through his death
and resurrection embraces all of creation. Even in the face of destruction and
disaster, we believe that God’s vision for the world is of peace and wholeness
and that God offers to us a future filled with hope (Jeremiah 29:11). This
vision has a present and a future in the promise of a new heaven and a new
earth (Revelation 21:1-8).
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One manifestation of our neglect, selfishness, and pride is our sinful disregard
for creation that has given rise to the
injustice of climate change. Humaninduced climate change is caused by the
emission of CO2 and other greenhouse
gases, for which the strong economies of
this world carry the vast responsibility.
Those economies that have benefited from
fossil-fuel development rightly bear the
responsibility to rapidly reduce emissions
and support less wealthy economies in their
journey toward sustainable and climate
resilient development.
Unless we change our ways, the average
global temperature by the end of the
twenty-first century is on course to increase by four degrees Celsius resulting
in sea level rise, shrinking glaciers, extreme weather, droughts, and flooding.
The United Nations’ World Food Program estimates that climate change will
place twenty percent more people at risk of hunger by 2050.
Recognizing our complicity and responsibility, let us seek to chart a new path
rooted in economic and ecological justice. We understand climate justice not
simply as an environmental or economic concern but rather as a deep ethical
and spiritual concern that the Church must address so that abundant life is
ensured for our children and future generations.
As we continue to call for bold leadership and advocate for policies rooted
in justice and sustainability, we understand that God is calling each of us to
respond and that as Christians we cannot hope to transform the world until we
change our way of being in it.
•
•
•
•
•

Prayerfully explore lifestyle changes as individuals and faith communities
that would reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support a cleaner,
healthier future;
Support communities impacted by climate change as well as those
currently dependent on fossil fuel extraction and production as they
transition to a new energy economy;
Challenge institutions, organizations, and local churches to incorporate
climate stewardship, reducing the use of fossil fuel, into the design of
facilities and reduce the carbon footprint of meetings;
Utilize resources available to support locally-appropriate climate actions;
Advocate for national policies that shift resources, including subsidies,
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•

away from high-carbon development and toward alternative, cleaner
energy sources; and
Advocate for fair, ambitious, and binding international agreements to
address climate change built on nationally appropriate commitments to
both mitigation and adaptation.

Sources for this article include the NI Direct website and Methodist Church Climate
Change Statement. Thanks also to Anne White for the following information on
COP26. If you would like further information she will be happy to help.

COP26 is the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of the

Parties which will be taking place in Glasgow from the 31st October to 12th
November. There, countries will be encouraged to set ambitious targets to
reduce their production of greenhouse gases to net zero by the middle of this
century, to work together to protect and restore communities and ecosystems
already affected by climate change and lastly to make good on their promise to
mobilize $100 billion in climate finance to enable these targets to be met. The
importance of reaching net zero in greenhouse gases is to limit global warming
to 1.5 degrees anything above will have a devastating ecological impact on the
earth and all who live on it.
Many churches in the lead up to COP26 will be holding a Climate Sunday
service with the focus on what they as individuals and as a congregation
can do to effect change. Churches and Christian organizations in Scotland
have come together to make a pledge to divest of any existing fossil fuel
investments within the next two years and to seek investments with positive
environmental benefits and which support a just and green recovery. Many
Christian organisations are encouraging members to make their voices heard
by emailing their local MP or sign up to the Climate Coalition declaration
which will be sent to the Prime Minister. We as Christians can pray in advance
of COP26 that decisions made will help to create a better safer and more just
world for us all and especially the poorest communities across the globe.
If you are interested in your own environmental impact, you can try the
ClimateHero Carbon Calculator https://climatehero.me/

FACING UNCERTAINTIES
Part 2 - A Kingdom in Control

Illness and death, violence and unrest, financial insecurity, oppression,
emotional and mental trauma, natural disaster and even unpredictable weather
events - The same perils have always threatened humankind. “These things
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world,” said Christ in His
Sermon on the Mount (Matt ch. 5-7) “but your Father already knows your
needs.” His succinct solution to the anxieties that threatened to undermine His
disciples was to “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and He will give
you everything you need.” (Matt 6 v. 33)
In the simplest terms, the Kingdom of God may be thought of as the sphere
of God’s rule. If God is, as we assert, the author of all things, visible and
invisible, then He already has authority over all. But we might further think
of God’s Kingdom as that sphere in which, at any given time, God’s rule is
acknowledged. This may be closer to the sense in which Christ employs it
here. A personal and individual acknowledgement of God’s supremacy in
one’s heart and domain of activity. Christ’s exhortation nevertheless invites
further investigation. Firstly, the Kingdom may be understood as both ‘present’
and ‘yet to be’. The Lord’s Prayer might illuminate this. When Christ prays
“Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven”, the first part
of the request seems to refer to a future gathering of all things into a perfectly
redeemed order in Christ, the second may be applied to the ongoing unfolding
of the mind and purpose of God in our daily existence. Secondly, the Kingdom
is both personal and universal. Both are indicated in Christ’s enigmatic saying
“The Kingdom of God is within you” which can also be translated ‘among
you’. The implication is that the rule and order of God dwells within the heart
but also within the community of believers. Thirdly, the Kingdom is both
active and contemplative. Many of the early disciples of Christ abandoned
their life in the world and simply awaited the future Kingdom of God. This
is clearly not what Christ intended. Our dictionary defines the English word
‘seek’ as - to make search, to look for, to ask for, to strive after. It implies
diligence and even difficulty. Christ’s whole sermon, from Chapters 5 to 7,
shows starkly what seeking God’s Kingdom means for our daily life. He
offers a shockingly alternative way of being, which still challenges us today.
However, the Greek word which we render ‘seek’ augments the meaning
by implying to seek by thinking or to seek to find a meaning. Thus, we are
also called to contemplation. In the 6th century BC, the Greek philosopher
Anaxagora was asked, “Why are you here on earth?” The reply came back,
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“to behold”. Seeking the Kingdom is also a kind of beholding. Being attentive
to, holding in view, keeping hold of. Beholding self, others, nature, history,
learning, science, culture and artistic endeavour. A humble, contemplative
openness to things in which God’s ‘hidden’ pattern and echo might be
perceived. As we recognise God’s righteous order within and around us, we, in
turn, bestow that order afresh on all that we behold. Through this seeking, we
participate in the process of manifesting God’s Kingdom on Earth. Fourthly,
it encompasses both gift and reward. Christ assures us that as we seek the
Kingdom “all these things shall be added”. But we don’t seek the Kingdom in
order to get what we want for our earthly satisfaction. The amount of effort we
apply to our seeking has no bearing on the extent to which our needs are met.
Otherwise, we have fallen at the first hurdle, relying on our own strength and
wisdom. Rather we discover upon seeking the Kingdom before all else, that
our needs and priorities change. Our lives no longer depend upon the things
we thought we couldn’t do without. One might say that the very act of seeking
God’s Kingdom, be it ever so small, is at once its own reward. The seeking
is also the finding. Fifthly, the true Kingdom of God has none of the failings
of earthly kingdoms. God’s rulership is not about subjugation, coercion, or
control, nor is it narrow and repressive. Rather, it is abundant and liberating.
Yet, we wouldn’t be human if we didn’t feel apprehensive about handing the
reins over to God. Will I forfeit my freedom? Will I lose the life I love? Will
God ask me to do things I don’t want to? These are all very genuine fears and,
in a sense, the answer to all is ‘yes’. But the solution to these fears is exactly
the same as to all the others ... Seek first the Kingdom. Again, paradoxically,
only by the relinquishment of self-determination and the relegation of
things upon which we build a sense of self - our appearance, gender, race,
occupation, role, affiliations, politics, nationhood - can we attain fully to that
unique, personal, creative identity for which we were made, and to which all
created things and beings ultimately aspire. Something profound happens in
that moment of self abandonment, like a nuclear reaction, a transference of
power in which truly ‘everything we need is given’.
To seek God’s Kingdom is, at the same time, to seek His righteousness, His
goodness. We trust a good leader. Yet God offers more than merely good
leadership. He offers parenthood through the One who invites us to seek. And
if we are children of God, then we are heirs of His Kingdom. What a strange
turnaround. To seek God’s Kingdom is ultimately to share it legitimately
alongside Him!
In one of the stories by Nobel Prizewinning, Hebrew author, S. Y. Agnon, he
recounts that throughout all the doings of Israel, there runs a thread of grace
that The Holy One uses to weave an endless prayer shawl of perfect beauty
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with which Israel might wrap itself so that she might shine and glow, beautiful
as ever, even in times of exile. It’s a consoling and empowering image and
I think a helpful one to end on. If, before everything else, we seek, with a
receptive heart, mind and body, a state of being and pattern of life, in which
God’s expansive, compassionate and creative presence may rest and abide,
then we become threads of grace in that divine shawl of perfect beauty which
extends beyond Israel and the uttermost parts of the earth to ultimately gather
in and wrap itself around all peoples, planets, powers and principalities. The
Kingdom of God.
Mark Shields

“Don’t worry at all then
about tomorrow.”
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Together Again for Youth Ministry
Graeme Thompson reflects on what it will be like to gradually rebuild youth
ministry in the months that lie ahead.

Building blocks

Lego is almost universal because it connects with everyone - pun intended.

From pocket money kits to a 7,000 piece Lego Millennium Falcon, everyone
knows what it feels like to squeeze those bricks together. And not just kids.
Many parents take obsessive pleasure from “helping” their offspring build
their latest Lego set - and at £650 how many children could afford the
Millennium Falcon? Yet not every Lego builder is the same. Some buy a kit
and meticulously follow every detailed direction down to the last 1 x 1 block.
Others love to tip a whole box of random pieces onto the floor and just get
creative.
But imagine getting an old set of Lego out of the attic, only to dust off the
box and discover it is not what you remembered. Sections seem to be missing
and you have no idea how it fits together. What is worse, the instructions are
nowhere to be found.
Many of us in youth ministry have a similar feeling right now. Just as we look
to return to something well known and much loved, we get a bit of a shock.
The pieces look somewhat familiar, but suddenly we have no idea where to
begin and are maybe even unsure what we are building.

Big pieces

Any building project starts
best with the big pieces and
the leadership team is the
first consideration in youth
ministry. We did not just
press pause last March like
it was a video streaming
service. Life has changed and moved on for all of us and we need to check
in with each other as leaders to hear how people are, what their general life
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situation is, along with their capacity for re-engaging with youth ministry in
particular. This will help us to assess our overall leadership capacity and get
people together to do some prayerful planning.
The obvious other big pieces are of course the young people. Life has changed
hugely for them too and though some may still be fairly well linked in, many
will find a return to face to face youth ministry harder. We need to connect
with each individual pastorally and sensitively, recognising that many have
found these recent months in particular very tough and all have experienced
loss and challenge. For most of us, the next few months in youth ministry will
be about rebuilding that solid relational base with young people, caring for
them individually and following up on those who have drifted. Our investment
needs to be in people over programmes if we want to construct a solid base for
building.

Design

Unfortunately, like the Lego box from the attic, we have no instruction book
for the next phase in youth ministry, so we must be more like the creative
builder than one who follows step by step directions. The challenges will not
only come from negotiating gradually relaxing restrictions, but working out
our pace and priorities as we begin to build on our relational base. As we push
those bricks together, we can learn from one another but not duplicate anyone
else’s model; we all start from different places so must seek God for the
unique direction he is taking our group.
We also need to remember that what we are
building now and for the next while will probably
not be the long term project. However, as we build,
we learn more about how the pieces fit together and
what seems to work, seeking God for his longterm design. This meant that, especially over the
summer, we were able to experiment with shortterm and one-off activities as we ease our way into the new season.

Detail

While there may be no big blueprint yet, it is beneficial to identify the sorts of
details we want both at the end and through the building process. Under the
guidance of Kirk Session, we will use the weeks ahead to identify the vital
parts of this construction and key outcomes.
Strengthening relationships between young people and leaders and with one
another have already been acknowledged as vital. We also long to help young
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people deepen their relationship with Jesus, or even experience saving faith
for the first time, as this may be a fertile time for spiritual growth. We will
encourage their personal devotions, and work at creating safe places to study
God’s Word together in smaller groups and process what God is doing in their
lives.

The place of young people in their families, and in the family of God as part of
their local church of all ages, is also a key consideration moving forward. We
should not miss the opportunity to assess how open our young people’s friends
might now be to engaging with church, or to equip young people to serve and
witness for Christ too.
Whatever we identify under God as strategic priorities, we will allow these
to shape and order what we do, rather than simply slipping into previous
patterns. Few of us will be able to do all we did before, at least not for a while,
and perhaps none of us should want to. Having no instruction book will be
somewhat liberating, as we each seek what the Spirit of God is creating among
our young people and keep our building in step with him.
Graeme is PCI’s Youth Development Officer.
This is an adapted version of an article originally published on the PCI website
addressing the return to Youth Ministry across congregations generally.
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Summer Madness

Summer Madness is a residential Christian youth festival which usually takes
places over five days at the start of the summer each year. Although it didn’t
happen in 2020 due to COVID restrictions, the festival has actually been
running for over thirty years with many citing it as an integral part of their
journey to faith.
This year, the leadership team was very keen to ensure that ‘something’ Mad
happened and although we were not able to host a residential camp, we hosted
three consecutive day mini-festivals in its place. The festival, branded as ‘A
HINT OF MADNESS’, took place at Ulster University at Coleraine from
Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th July this summer. Several members, past and present,
of First Holywood were involved in staffing of Summer Madness and it was
both thrilling and highly emotional to see so many young people gathered
together for teaching, worship and fellowship after a year which, so often,
found them isolated and unable to gather together.
To give you a flavour of what happened across the three days: the morning
started at 10am with sign in, sanitisation(!) and a Main-Stage gathering
which included a time of worship, interviews and teaching. There was prayer
ministry available also. There were lots of vendors on site where people could
buy their lunch and dinner and the afternoon was packed with different activity
options, sports and seminars. Come evening, there was a second Main-Stage
event and the site closed at 10pm.
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From First Holywood….
• Christina Baillie was hosting a drop-in venue and had the opportunity to
have lots of one-to-one chats with many different young people and youth
leaders.
• Andrew McCaw had a group of young people from The Gathering, where
he now works, on site.
• Jill Mulligan is the speaker hospitality host and oversaw the organisation
of activities on site.
• Dean Moore leads the Audio-Visual team who set up the necessary
equipment and ensure that everything runs smoothly during the festival.
His team are also responsible for the recording of all talks so that it can be
released as an audio download after the festival.
• Caroline Thompson, Graeme Thompson and Craig Russell are
part of the Comms team, which is led by Jenny Russell, managing
all communications across the site. Jenny currently sits on the Board
of Directors and this year also spent part of the festival as the Event
Controller.

Although a considerable amount of work had already been undertaken for
Summer Madness 21, many of those plans had to be abandoned and a new
programme developed to suit a ‘day-format’ event which could be run within
the government guidelines. In fact, with the guidelines and restrictions
changing, many of the plans for Summer Madness had to be kept fluid right
until the very last moment. The celebration concerts which were scheduled
for the end of each evening had to be cancelled quite late in the day with
the re-introduction of ‘live music’ (outdoors) being pushed back to July
5th (the very day after Madness finished!) One artist did make it over from
Manchester to take part in main stage worship for an interview and a couple
of musical pieces - which seemed to work really well given the mitigations we
maintained throughout.
The festival was one of the very first events of its type to happen this summer
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and as such, the sense of pressure to ensure that everyone was kept safe and
that restrictions were followed was high. Although the whole site was classed
as outdoors, we had three large marquees with the sides removed which were
used for all the mainstage events and the seminars. We were so, so pleased that
not a single case of Covid 19 infection was tracked back to a HNT of MDNSS
- God is good!
In total, over the three days we had 1756 ‘check-ins’ from young people,
leaders, volunteers, and resource personnel supporting the event. While many
of the regular groups did not make it up at all, there were 20+ ‘new’ groups
from the ‘North Coast’ region and at least one group of about 25 came up from
Dublin!
It is hard express an adequate sense of atmosphere and vibe around the
festival and the joy of seeing young people getting to simply be young people
together, to come forward for prayer ministry, to have time with their group
leaders discussing what had been said, and simply worship Jesus. There was a
palpable sense of God’s presence resting on the site.
Jenny Russell
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Having missed so much of our normal activities, it was wonderful to be able to
run a special three-day programme for children and young people from 3rd-5th
August called Summer MAX. Each morning, a group of children were able
to enjoy physical, creative and spiritual activities which gave them a chance
to really have fun. Thanks to the help of Salt Factory Sport, Gathering Drum,
Play it By Ear Drama, Crafts 4 Christ, and of course a small team of dedicated
volunteers, there were a lot of smiles. Despite some of the worst weather
of the summer, the young people had a varied programme each evening,
including team challenges, drama, inflatables and a trip to Let’s Go Hydro.
Both groups considered how to live life ‘to the MAX’ through Faith, Hope
and Love and the response was really encouraging, especially as we build in
the year ahead. The whole event was rounded off with a special celebration
during the Sunday morning service. Thanks to the Education Authority for a
generous grant which supported this event and special thanks to the parents for
their support, to each of the dedicated leaders, and of course, the children and
young people for enthusiastically living to the MAX!
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Prayer for Afghanistan
In this desperate time of violence in Afghanistan, we can feel powerless. But
we believe in the power of prayer.

O God of mercy and of peace,
We hold before you the peoples of Afghanistan.
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to health care
amidst the ravages of pandemic
Be their true home to all who have been displaced
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of their
gender, ethnicity, religious or political views
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within
its shadow.
Turn our hearts and minds to your ways of just and gentle peace,
Open our eyes to see you in all acts of compassionate care
Strengthen our hearts to step out in solidarity with your suffering people
and hold us all in your unfailing love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but
love in order to bring life in all its fullness.
Amen
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