
"Most of God's gifts to His people are
not dazzling and gaudy, but wrapped in
simple brown paper. Quiet provisions of
safety on the highway, health of children,
picking up of a pay check, supper with
the family, all in an ordinary day's work
for our God" (Dale Ralph Davis)
Being in Nepal some of the daily gifts are
different. Small blessings but so valued.
For example it is Mango season now,
juice- dripping sweet yellow mangos -
and not a wasp in sight!

We are now in Nepali summer, moving
into Monsoon. The fields and farmers
need the rain badly, we pray for this.
Clouds come and go but so often, no
rain.

Since January Joe has helped facilitate
seminars on conflict transformation in
various locations in the country. He has
continued to support the Ministry of
Peace in its work.
The Nepali woman he has trained up and
to whom he handed over the responsibil-
ity for conflict transformation work in
UMN at the start of the year has com-
pleted her part time Master's degree in
Cambodia. Bal Kumari was the first
student from her remote school in the
hills of Nepal to leave her village for
further education in Kathmandu. She
broke further cultural taboos here by
marrying outside her caste. This strong,
mould breaking woman is well able to
lead the peace team into the next phase
of development.

In February Janet co-ordinated UMN's 3-
day retreat in a lovely location just
outside Kathmandu. We were delighted

that Rev Dr Trevor Morrow from Dublin
was able to come and share practical
lessons for leaders from God's word. In all
there were 102 of us, quite a crowd. Janet
in her Pastoral Care role  was also able
to visit the far west to Bajhang to an
expatriate family, as well as going to
Tansen Hospital again where she facili-
tated a retreat for staff . She also  gave
out the remainder of the knitted teddies
from our church to the children in the
orthopaedic ward. Of the 15 children
inpatients the majority of injuries were
caused by falling out of the mango trees
the children had climbed to reach the fruit.
Parents were away working in the fields.

Here in Nepal it is not uncommon to see
an under 10 year old in charge of two
younger siblings.
In February Joe travelled to Bangkok to
take part in a peace-visioning event for
the leaders of nine South Asian develop-
ment and Church organisations.  One of
his last events in Nepal will be to bring
together some 22 people from 5 different
faiths exploring ways they can co-operate
together to reduce ethnic tensions,
especially along Nepal's southern border.
This is a follow up to a visit to India a
smaller number of the group made in
January.
In late May there was a collective sigh of
relief that the threatened huge disruption
in the country by a national strike ended
after 6 days.

The interim Constitutional Assembly
voted themselves in for another year on
the understanding that the Prime Minister
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would resign in a few days to make room
for a new Government. That was about 4
weeks ago! So, politically things are on
hold. We notice large increases in food
prices and hear already that this year
there will not be enough food for many in
the more remote areas out west.
During the past 2 months we had some
visitors stay with us, among them our
youngest daughter Lisa and Ethel a
friend of many years. We were able to
have one more trek into the high moun-
tains. Faced with such beauty and
awesome power these huge peaks never
fail to inspire.

As our four years in Nepal come to an
end this coming August we are grateful
for the love and prayers of family, friends
and church. We look forward to meeting
many of you and attending to some
grand parenting and other home responsi
bilities.
A couple of weeks ago at a daylong
prayer retreat I, Joe, was filled with a
sense of gratitude at the opportunity we
have had to serve the people of Nepal.
The good health we have enjoyed, the
many friendships we have made many of
which will last beyond our time here, the
flat where we have lived that has been a
place of welcome and security, and the
"borrowed" motor bike that allowed us
great freedom and on which we have had
lots of fun and been kept safe.
The Board of Mission overseas office
has already arranged a number of
speaking engagements for us during the
coming autumn. If you would like us to
visit your church, home or peace group
then do contact Beverley on 02890
322284. This invitation is for groups
within or outside the various faith
traditions.
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